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The Bagong Ayansang Makabayan (Bayan) is strongly oppo®d to thelatest moves by the
Arroyo alministration t change the conditution. This self-servinginitiative of the
administration hes urgent and far-reaching implicationson te courtryOgolitics, econory,
sovereignty, parimony as well as the peopleOsivil liberties.

Chater changehas been touted as the solution 1o the current econonric and poltical crisis. It is
regarded by the administration as a requirement for a county (poised for take-offQ

But beneath the pramises and ilusonsgenerated by charter changeare the snister and slif-
serving noves to papetuate an illegitimate regime in power, open the countryOsconomy and
parimonyto unbriled foreign exploitation and punde, further degrade our ndion® sovereignty
and threaten the dready limited and fragile condgitutiond provisionson hunan rights and avil
liberties.

Among he contentiousand obectionable recommenddionsof charter changeare the:

a. pogponament of the 2007 éectionsandthe lifting of rm limits for dected officials,
while dlowing Arroyo 1 serve as trangtion hed till 2010

b. alowing 100% foregn-owned corporationsto own land and exploit our naurd
resources, pubic utilities, eductioningitutions and even the mass media

c. removing or anending provsionson avil liberties

d. removing provsionsthat limit themartial law powers of the president

e. removing or anending provsionson nudear weaponsand foreign roops

Chater changeis a surefire formula for nationd regression because it will reverse whaever
limited and pogtive proMsionsleft in what is otherwise an imperfect conditution. It will bring
the country from bad to worse. It will blast the courtry back to an era of direct colonial rule and
martial law, of US bases and lifetime dictators

Mrs. Arroyo ha agiven asx-month deadline for charter change. A plebisciteis targeted for
June2006.The administration is going ful-blast with its plan. Charter change istherefore a
chdlengethat we mug urgently take up.

Bayan calls on dl freedomloving and padriotic Filipinosto urite and 2and ayaing this latest
mondrodgty from the Arroyo administration. Let usnotfall for the illusonspeddled by charter
change Let usjoin handsand link arms in resistance.



1. Charter Change is a self-serving move aimed at perpetuating Mrs. Arroyo in
power despite widespread calls for her resignation/ouster and despite unresolved
guestions as to her legitimacy.

In its find report, the Congultative Canmission on Chaer Change headed by former UP
President Jose Abueva recommended that no dectionsbehdd in 2007. The Con-Com ingead
recommended that Arroyo remain the transition head of government with powers to appant new
members of paliament. Arroyo ha endorsed the ConrCom proposl to Congres. ArroyoQOsilies
in Lakas have said that they will let the people decide on the Gho-€lectiongproposl.

At the end of he day, even if the courtry shifts from a presidentia to a parliamentary form of
govanment, Arroyo retains control of government and enjoys the majority supportof her dlies.
Shewill continueto exercise he powers as president and commander-in-chief of the AFP, even
if thereis a Prime Minister who headstheparliament. In the House of Representatives proposi
for chacha, Arroyo is adso given the power to dissolve paliament.

The Gho-elOprovisionis abribe both for alministration and oppogion lawmakers and dected
officials who ae bang uged to rus the gpprovd of charter change The Gho-elOprovides al
elected officials down to the barangay level afree three-year term.

Chater changewill notresolve the issue of ArroyoOsegitimacy. On the contrary, the move will
only reinforce an illegitimate regime serving untl 2010. Chaer changewill dso obdruct any
impeachment case tha may be filed by the Oppostion in duly this year.

Despite calls from former President Ramos for Arroyo to gep down by 2007 Arroyo and he
alies are intent on consolidating their hdd on pover up © 2010, ad pehaps even beyond.
Thereis no eplicit provisiontha prohbits Arroyo for runnng a Prime Minister beyond 2010.

2. The shift to a parliamentary form of government will not resolve the political
crisis as the administration claims.

What the shift will do islimit the dection of the highest postionsof govenment to the members
of paliament. Ingead of the pubic decting the president or prime minister, we will have a
president or prime minister elected by hemembers of paliament. The president or prime
minister can bereplaced bya smple vote of no wnfidence. No more need for people power or
coup attempts, say the defenda's of chater change The future of thecounty will now bein the
handsof the politicians

Chater changealso proposs that the Philippines adoptin the future a federal form of
govenment wherein GautonamousterritoriesOor regionsare self-governed.

Despite dl the pramises of reforms, the proposd Parliament will still bedomnaed by big
bugness, thelandel elite, corruptbureaucrats and the pditical clans al of whos interests
shaply contradict those of the people. Shifting to aparliamentary form does not address the
issue of who really wields political power in this county. A sudy by te PCIJ shows that in
2004, 2B of the members of Congres come from political families or clans The study goes on
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to show that Congres remains a Qortress of privilegeOwith the average net worth of a
congressman beng P21.9 million and asenaor P59.3 mllion. A quater of dl senaorshave a
net worth of PLOO million. $ifting to aparliamentary form of govenment will not prevent the
same multi-millionares from entering the corridorsof power nor will it check the dready
endamic problem of corrugion because those in power continue to amass wealth and privilege.

Even theconditutiond provision for paty-list organizationswhich is intended to give very
limited representation formarginalized sectorsis bang threatened uncer the propogd revisions
Party-list representation can besubject to new laws and restrictions Worsg, traditiond political
paties may beallowed to run undethe patylist system, thereby destroying the intent of the
partylist system to represent marginalized sectors

The proposl to shift to afederal Sructureof govenment, given the current bdance of power,
will only empower the big landowners, local political dynesties and local warlords A new layer
of govenment will becreated bu the old problems or corrupion, dectord fraud, paronage
politics and violence will persist.

3. Charter Change open the country further to unbridled foreign exploitation and
plunder.

While there may be debaes on the form of government, the proponats of charter changeadl
agree on te provisionsfor economnic liberalization. Inthe Abueva Con-Comreport as well asin
the proposl of the House Committee on Congitutional Amendments, foragn corporaionswill
be alowed to own indugrial, commercial and residential land. They will aso beallowed to lease
public landsfor a peiod pecified by ongress.

These privileges were erstwhile reserved only for Flipinosin the view tha our people should
have the priority to develop our reources for the good ofthe country.

The provisionson liberalizationwill further aggravate landlessness in the countyside, land-use
convasion on a unpreedented scale, foreign mining and exploitation of our @tural resources,
food insecurity and the destruction of the environment. Flipinoswill be deprived of therightto
use the countryOsesources for their own bendfit. Local indugry and agriculture that cannot
compete with the big multinationals will also bedestroyed.

Changing theconditution will aso hamonize the basic law of the land with other controversial
laws such as the Mining Act of 1995 orthe Electric Power Indugry Reform Act (EPIRA) both of
which dlow foreign firms to exploit our naturd resouraes.

Citizendhip restrictionson franchises will also be removed. Thiswill alow foreign firms to take
over vita publc utlities such a power, water, telecommunicationsand trangportation.

Foreign firms will also bedlowed to take control of advertising, mass media and educational
ingitutionsthussrengthening the colonial orientation of Filipino aulturein general. Through
mass mediaand alvertising, Hlipino consumers will findimperialist globdizationand its
produds more acceptable. Foreign entities will aso beable to influence the outcome of internd
or donestic affairs because they will bein apostion o shgoe pubic opinion oncertain issues
and events.



Proponents of charter change have hailed economnic liberalization as the meansto atract more
foreign investments and as an engne for econormic growth. This glosses over the fact that even
during the period of increased foreign investments in the courtry, econonic growth remained
low and unenployment remained high. While foreign investments are said to areate jobs
imperialist globdization and liberalization of the econamy aso destroysloca indudries and
agriculture. Foreign drect investments also mean profits beng repatriated 100% o their mother
companies. Thisis on bp of the profits bang sphonal outof the county through peculative
investments and dédt payments.

4. Charter change will trample on civil liberties, curtail basic freedoms and
provide the government vast powers to impose martial law.

One proposi for charter changesuggests that theterm Qesponsble exercise of the freedom of
expressionObeused to quelify a fundamental right enshrined in the Bill of Rights. The term
QesponsbleOchanges everything snce this right will now be subject to drict standards of what
govenment hdds as responsble. Hence, remarks critical of the govenment may beseen as
OrresponsbleOacts and thuswould notfall unde freedom of speech and @n easily be
suppressed.

Another proposl for charter changegives the president or prime minister extraordnary martial
law powers that will be unchecked boh by Parliament and the Suprane Court Important
provisonson martial law and the sugpenson of hewrit of habeas corpushave been de eted in
the propo®d nav charter. The president no longe has to report to Congess or Parliament within
48 hoursafter the declaration of nartial law. The Supreme Courtnolonge has the power to
review thefactud basis of the declaration of martial rule. The propo®d drdt also ddeted a
conditutiond provsion limiting martial law and the sugpenson of the writ of habeas corpusto
60 dys.

Worse, the proponaits of chater change have introduced new grounddfor the declaration of
martial law: insurrection ortheimminent danger thereof. With such abroad definition, treats of
QlestabilizationOor even (@eople powerOcan be used as a pretext for imposng martia rule.

Having the power to dssolve paliament and deslare martial law withoutrestraint are very
dangaousprovisonswhich can ony benefit would-be dictators

5. Charter change will remove existing provisions in the constitution that ban
nuclear weapons and foreign troops and bases.

The House proposl for charter changedeleted the conditutional ban on heentry of nudear
weaponsand the presence of foreign troops and baes sansatreaty. The proposl effectively
removes legal obgructionsto the return of US military bases. The revision dso harmonizes the
conditution with the provisionsin the Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA) and the Mutud
Logistics SupportAgreement (MLSA). As they sand, these two agreements already provide the
legd framework for the stationing oftroops and postioning of US military equipment in the
county minusany formal treaty ratified by both counties. If this pudes through, ©iachawould
reverse the gains of the 1991 baes treaty rejection.

In thelight of current development regarding the VFA and the Subic rape incident, removing
these important conditutiond restrictionswill further expose the county to the danger of having
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an unimited number of foreign roopsarmed with weaponsof mass destructionand who can
stay in thecounty for an urdimited duation.

Oppose Arroyo® charter change!

For dl its avowed advantages and pramises, charter changewill only worsen the current
econorric and poltica crisis. It is aprescription for eononic disaster at the handsof foreign
vested interests. It would dso serve perpetuae anillegitimate regime and give it more powers to
violate people rights.

The chater changeissue chdlenges dl of usto unite in a common gruggle to ddend our
nationd parimony and econamy and © yphold basic freedoms againg those who wish to violate
them.

While the conditution is far from perfect, charter change at this time, given the dominance of
vested poltical and econamic interests, will only make the conditution worse.

The administration ha vowed to use its Gupaior forceOto bulldoz the approva of charter
change It intendsto use the Hous of Representatives and Local Government Unitsto squesze
the Sende into accepting dha-cha Despite the objectionsof the people asreflected in recent
surveys, the administration is intent on forcing dharter changethrough heefforts of the pro-
Arroyo mgjority in Congres.

The people mug respond b thechdlengeof charter change by resoundingly rejecting these
maneuvers of the Arroyo alministration.

Real progress can orly beachieved through the genuine representation of the people, especialy
the vast majority of workers and pesants. Nationd development goals must be geared towards
serving theinterests of the Filipinos notthe interests of big foragn busness. Genuine land
reform and naiondist indugrialization are therea requisites for econornic growth. And ingead
of limiting the aready limited rights of the people, the government mug strive to enhance and
expand baic rights and civil liberties. Bayan is committed to advandng these gaalsin the
continuing grugde for naiond freedomand democracy.



